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TOWNSHIP OF UPPER 

2100 TUCKAHOE ROAD 

PETERSBURG, NJ  08270 

CAPE MAY COUNTY  

MINUTES FOR  JUNE 22, 2009  

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE ï7:30 P.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

 

ROLL CALL  

Barbara Camp  Present 

 Frank E. Conrad Present 

Curtis Corson   Present    

 John ñJayò Newman Present  

Richard Palombo  Present 

 

Also present were Municipal Clerk Wanda Gaglione, Finance Officer Barbara Spiegel, 

Municipal Attorney Daniel Young and Municipal Engineer Paul Dietrich. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  -        June 8, 2009 Regular Meeting and  

                                                             Closed Session Minutes 

Motion was made by Curtis Corson, second by Barbara Camp to approve the Minutes as written.  

During roll call vote, Jay Newman abstained and the remaining four Committee members voted 

in the affirmative.   

 

REPORT OF GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS  

Frank Conrad reminded everyone that the 4
th
 of July Fireworks will be  

at Amandaôs field again this year.  He briefly discussed the parking and traffic pattern planned 

for the event. He has one item for closed session under Potential Litigation/Contract regarding 

the Animal Control Contract. 

 

Barbara Camp reported on the retirement luncheon held recently for Township Tax  

Collector, Susan Piefer. On behalf of the Township Committee she thanked Mrs. Piefer for her 

years of service, and dedication to the Township, and congratulated her on her retirement. 

 

Jay Newman also discussed the 4
th
 of July Fireworks at Amandaôs Field and that the fire 

companies and the rescue squad would be on hand.  He also reminded the audience that 

Strathmere would be holding their annual parade at 10:30 a.m. Both events will be advertised on 

UTTV Channel 2, Channel 96 for Strathmere, and in the Gazette. 
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Richard Palombo, Mayor, reported he has been working with the County regarding plans to 

insure Cape May County is ready should there be an outbreak of the Swine Flu next winter.  He 

wants the public to know that while this is not a notice of panic it could become a problem later 

in the year.  The County and Township have established plans to protect the public.  

He reported that he received acknowledgement from Senator Frank Lautenberg that he will 

continue to support that beach funding be re-instituted on a Federal level. 

He reported that he attended an early morning meeting to discuss the new Employee Health 

Benefits program.  He feels that the Township is providing a good health benefit plan and has 

accomplished everything they set out to do with this new program. 

 

OTHER REPORTS 

Wanda Gaglione,  Municipal Clerk has one Personnel issue for closed session. 

 

Daniel Young,  Municipal Attorney has reviewed various quotes from Tax Collector regarding 

online payment of taxes.  He would like to get some direction from the Committee on how they 

would like to proceed.  Public pay online at no cost vs. a taxpayer convenience 

charge for taking payment online.  There is a one time set up fee of $2500.00 and the 

Bank would pay the annual fee.  Curtis Corson made motion authorizing Mr. Young to prepare a 

resolution to award a contract at next meeting, this was seconded by Barbara Camp with all five 

Committee members voting in the affirmative.  

Mr. Young had 2 matters of Litigation for closed session discussion--they being the status on the 

current Tax Appeals, and the status on the Grubb matter. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

1. New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and Bureau of Coastal 

Engineering Public InformationðPowerPoint presentation regarding the beach 

replenishment project.  (The PowerPoint document is included in these Minutes.)   

 

The following were present from the Bureau of Coastal Engineering:  Benjamin Keiser, 

Bureau Manager; William Dixon, Supervisor; and Eric Doyle, Project Engineer.   

David Johansen, was present as Superintendent for the dredging company, Great Lakes 

Dredge & Dock Company.  

Dr. Stewart Farrell and Stephen Hafner from Stockton State College Coastal Research 

Department were present to provide beach information as they have provided beach 

monitoring services for the Township for many years.   

 

Mr. Keiser gave brief summary of the Bureau of Coastal Engineering duties and services. 

Their purpose is to administer beach nourishment, provide shore protection, and oversee 

navigational projects throughout the state, as well as provide protection to life and property 

along the coastline and preserve natural resources.  By Legislature the Bureau has been given 

$25 million dollars annually.  The funds awarded are divided for three different phases;  

Federal projects,  State Projects,  Professional & Technical Services.  He explained that 

payment ratios are different for federal and state projects.   
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He reported that all contracts and permits for this beach nourishment are being processed 

through Trenton and are awaiting the commissionerôs signature.  The permits will not be 

issued until all signatures are in place but are anticipated to be in place by July 1.   

 

Eric Doyle, Project Engineer was then invited to do the presentation.  His comments included 

the following:  The project consists of placement of sand in Strathmere, Sea Isle City, 

NorthWildwood, and Stone Harbor. The Strathmere beach renourishment will begin 

at the northend at the State Park area and extending to Seaview and Williams.  It will pick up 

again at Webster and continue down to Polk Avenue.  He discussed the successful placement 

of the rock groin. A total of 891,000 cubic yards of sand will be used to rebuild these areas.     

 

Mr. Doyle directed attention to the channel area and stated that it would be dredged 20 feet to 

open the primary channel.  The goal is to shut off the secondary channel which has been 

exacerbating the erosion on the northern tip of island.  Beach berms were discussed.   

 

The construction will begin at the northern end of the island with exceptions made to  

protect any nesting bird areas.  The potential production from the dredge contractor is 

between 2000 ï2500 cubic yards per hour.  

The entire contract is for 180 days.  It is anticipated work will begin the second week of July 

and the dredging contractor will begin pumping sand the 3
rd

 week of July. The dredging will 

be performed 24 hours a day. A completion date for Strathmere is expected for the first week 

of September and all work completed by January 2010.   

 

Committeeman Curtis Corson asked if the pipes will remain on Strathmere beaches until Sea 

Isle City is completed.  Mr. Doyleôs response was ñyesò they would remain and that some 

beach areas would be closed due to public safety reasons.  There will also be on-site 

construction monitoring to insure no damage occurs to houses or infrastructures around the 

site.   

 

One area of concern is the pumping in of munitions debris as seen in a northern shore 

community.  Mr. Johanson from the dredging company stated that there will be a double 

screen system to insure that no munitions are pumped onto beach.  There will be a state 

inspector on site to review these screens and to shut down the project if any munitions debris 

is evident on screens.  It is not anticipated to be a problem but is being done as a safety 

measure.   

 

The total cost of this project is $ 20,554,000, with Strathmereôs cost estimated at $6,026,000.  

The State of New Jersey is responsible for 75% of the cost and the Township is responsible 

for 25%.  At this time the Townshipôs cost will be 1.23 million dollars.  This could be 

decreased due to cost consolidations.  Mr. Doyle concluded his presentation, directed 

attention to website for more information. 

 

The following comments were heard. 

 

Mayor Palombo asked if dredging the channel would also help to reduce the erosion further 

west on the inlet section.  The response was that yes it will gradually fill the flood channel 
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along the beach shoreline and that sand will migrate back.  He asked about when the staging of 

the pipes would take place. The contractor responded that work would begin as soon as all 

paperwork is in place; that they would begin to lay it as soon as possible with as little 

interruption to beach use as possible. 

His last question was in regards to protected birds and the beginning of work.  The 

Bureau responded that no work is allowed in any area of Piping Plover nests.  No work would 

begin in areas that nesting birds are present. 

 

Curtis Corson, Deputy Mayor asked that since we have already paid the $1.23 million dollarsï 

could we receive extra sand?  The representativesô reply was ñnoò due to regulatory restrictions; 

however they could discuss other options once all work was completed, such as possibly 

building up dunes, etc.  Mr. Corson asked if the safety/rescue Kubota vehicle would be able to 

get over pipes?  Mr. Doyle answered that the vehicle could get over them once the sand ramp is 

in place. 

 

The Mayor opened the meeting for questions and comments from the public and the following 

speakers were heard. 

 

Robert Rollins, Seacliff Ave., Strathmere, asked if the dredging would include the large 

sandbar in Corsons Inlet.  The response was that yes it will be included however it will not create 

a navigable channel with markings, but would be improved somewhat.   

 

Struthers Dunn,  29 N. Bayview Dr., Strathmere, questioned when the pictures shown with 

the presentation were taken and noted that there have been substantial changes since then. The 

Bureau responded that they were from 2007 and they are aware of the changes however the 

pictures were for geographical purposes only. 

 

Ted Kingston, of Strathmere, asked about the availability of the PowerPoint slides; Mr. Keiser 

responded that they would be available on the website within 48 hours.   

 

Thomas Kech, of Seaville,  questioned whether the Natural Area would be accessible for public 

recreational activities or only be a bird sanctuary.  The Bureau responded that as the work 

progresses the area will be opened to the public except when protected species are on site, then it 

will remain closed.   

 

A copy of the PowerPoint presentation has been included in these Minutes and also can be 

found on the NJDEP website at www.nj.gov/dep/shoreprotection. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/shoreprotection
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